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Mark 7:5-7  Then the Pharisees and scribes asked Him, òWhy do Your disciples not walk ac-

cording to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread with unwashed hands?ó 

He answered and said to them, òWell did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is  written:  

This people honors Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me. 

And in vain they worship Me,  Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.ó 

 

A tradition is a custom, practice or a doctrine that is handed down from generation to genera-

tion.  It usually has great sentimental value, but it may be good, bad or indifferent.  Its power lies 

in that it has been practiced for a long time, and therefore, people in a certain group identify 

with it regardless to its real value.  The problem is that after a while, the custom or tradition 

often takes on the status of law or obligation.  The washing of hands, to which the Scribes and 

Pharisees referred, was not just intended to clean their hands before eating, but was a particular 

ritual that was performed in a specific way, and was an empty religious act.  When Jesus was 

confronted with this question by the Scribes and Pharisees, it was leading to an accusation.  Je-

sus was not following their traditions because they were of no intrinsic worth.  He called His 

accusers hypocrites.  These are people who make an 

Outward show of godliness, but their hearts are far from Him.  What hypocrites do is designed 

to impress people, but they are not genuinely seeking to do Godõs will.  They are motivated by 

the praise and admiration of men.  They are very careful to protect their image to which they 

have learned to portray.  Seeking God and living the Jesus example of leadership is not a part of 

their makeup! 

 

Does my experience and testimony parallel that of our Lord Jesus Christ?  There is a particular 

quality of spiritual life and experience that our Lord expects to find both resident and develop-

ing within each one of us.  Where do we fit in what Jesus expects of us?  THIS IS SOMETHING 

TO THINK ABOUT!        

It has been said òWe will go as far as our surrender will take us.  We will be filled with as much 

as we can empty.ó 

 

Like the Apostle Paul, I am to press toward the mark for the prize - the fullness of God in my 

life.    How do I press?  It is by waiting on God. 

Psalm 27:14 òWait and hope for and expect the Lord; be brave and of good courage, and let 

your heart be stout and enduring.  Yes, wait and hope for and expect the Lord.ó 

 

Read John 11:6.  Has God trusted you with His silence, a silence that has great meaning?   Godõs 
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silences are actually His answers.  It takes great faith to remain in Godõs ways of doing things, 

when He is silent.  Just wait before Him each day.  Ask the Holy Spirit to come and help you 

wait before the Lord.  He will do it!  You wait and God will renew your strength.  It is a 

promise!  You do your part and He will do His! 

 

Read the Sermon On the Mount. 

Matthew 5:3. The poor in spirit are those who recognize their spiritual poverty and casting 

aside all self dependence, seek Godõs grace. 

Matthew 5:4.  Those who mourn are not in bereavement but those who experience the sor-

row of repentance. 

Matthew 5:5.   Meek does not connote weakness, but rather controlled strength.  The word 

carries the ideas of humility and self discipline. 

Matthew 5:9.  God is the Supreme peace maker and His sons follow His example. 

Matthew 5:10.  The cause of persecution is loyalty to righteousness which Jesus makes spe-

cific in verse 11 of chapter 5 (also read Luke 5:10, 11).   

 

When we decide to live this way, we will become accustomed to living in Godõs Presence. 

 

Waiting on God each day in private prayer and devotion to His Word, praying the prayer in 

Song of Solomon 1:4a God, draw me to Your heart.  I will run hard after you.  The Holy 

Spirit will come and help you wait.  You will begin to hear the voice of God walking in your 

life - your garden of life, just like Adam and Eve in Genesis 3:8 & 9.  Like Moses when he de-

cided not to do things his way.  Like Jesus when He daily went to the mountain to be alone 

with God (or a quiet place) His closet of choosing. 
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òBless the Lord, you His angels, that excel in strength, that do His commandments, hearkening to the 

voice of His word.  Bless you the Lord all you His hosts; you ministers of His, that do His pleasure.ó  

Psalm 103:20-21. 

 

This tells us that angels, or messengers of God, were created to bless the Lord, heed the voice of His 

Word, and minister on His behalf.  One commentator says that this òhearkening to the voice of His 

Wordó is that which is spoken through His saints.  This puts an importance on all that we speak. 

 

In Daniel, chapter Four, three times, these messengers, or angels, are called òwatchers.ó  Jeremiah 1:12 

indicates that the Lord watches over His Word to perform it.  òThen said the Lord to me, you have 
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well seen: for I will hasten My Word to perform it. 

 

In Acts chapter 12, Peter is assisted by an angel, who helps him escape from prison.  òPeter therefore was 

kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church to God for himéthe same night Peter 

was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chainséAnd, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon 

him, and a light shined in the prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him up, saying, Arise up 

quickly.  And his chains fell off from his hands.  And the angel said to him, Gird yourself, and bind on your 

sandals.  And so he did.  And he said to him, Cast your garment about you, and follow me.ó 

 

Notice that it is the prayers of the saints that empower the situation.  In the book of Daniel, as soon as 

Daniel began praying, Michael was dispatched to come to him.  Although he was delayed because of de-

monic warfare,  ultimately, he broke through. 

 

Because we are creatures in time and space, it is difficult for us to imagine the eternal realm where angels 

are waiting for our commands.  Significant events are recorded in both Old and New Testament literature 

as to the important roles that angels have played in delivering strategic messages, or doing warfare on be-

half of the saints. 

 

We are not to worship, or put angels in a place above that which the Lord has assigned for them, but they 

were created to minister on our behalf as heirs of salvation. 

òBut to which of the angels said He at anytime, sit on My right hand, until I make your enemies your foot-

stool?  Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation? 

Hebrews 1:13-14. 

 

It was an angel that had the privilege of talking to Cornelius, the first Gentile convert, and give him instruc-

tions as to who to contact concerning the way to salvation. It was an angel that announced to Mary that 

she would conceive the Son of God, and to Joseph who received instructions at least three times concern-

ing what he was to do concerning the life of Jesus. 

 

Thus, we should cooperate with this unseen realm by setting a guard (watch) over our lips and speaking 

only those things that are in agreement with our Lordõs Word. 

 

òSet a watch, O Lord, before my mouth; keep the door of my lips.ó  Psalm 141:3. 

 

We may be entertaining an angel without knowing it. 

 

òBe not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.ó  Hebrews 

13:2. 

 

Note:  You might want to order:  Angelic Host And All Of Us Who Belong To Jesus: 

Dr. Bohler teaches about how the power of prayer releases angels to perform Godõs will upon the Earth.  

In this series He will teach about the activities of Angels as it relates to the Body of Christ. 

CD $15.00 plus $7.00 for shipping and handling. 
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Seeking God has to do with spiritual discovery.  What do you want God to reveal to you today?  

The promises of God are of no value to us until, through obedience, we come to understand the 

nature of God.  Romans 11:36, òFor of Him and through Him, are all things.  To Him be the glory 

forever..ó  This means even His Promises.  Notice God says ALL things. 

 

Let us look at this portion of Godõs Nature.  We read in Proverbs 8:17-21 òI love them that love 

Me; and those that seek me early shall find Meéthat I may cause those that love Me to inherit 

substance; and I will fill their treasuries. 

 

You see, the Lord desires to change us individually.  He seeks to bring us up into His Purpose for 

us.  God waits for us to reach out toward Him and KNOCK hard on the door of His Heart! 

Spending time with God each day will cause you to want to be with Him more and more!  This 

time each day with God is tremendously important to me and I would like for it to be important 

to you, also.  Come into your set apart place to worship Him and acknowledge His goodness 

concerning us!  Recite back to God the result of His guidance and blessing  upon our lives.  We 

must have òenabling graceó to be obedient to the Heavenly Calling; and this grace comes by being 

daily with God alone with Just Him!!!  Remember what I said Proverbs teaches uséòand I will fill 

their treasuries  ó.  This òenabling graceó that I am talking about, to walk in His obedience to His 

Heavenly Call is one of your treasures!  

 

His purpose for us will be revealed to your innermost being.  You will be on track 

with God and not waste time with so many unimportant things that have no purpose or priority 

for your live!  That is a discovery in itself! 

 

Our attending church services is essential and not to be neglected, but this is not to be a substi-

tute for our daily devotional time alone with God.  It would be like a preacher who studied the 

Word only for his sermons but no quality time just being with God alone.  We have thousands of 

Christians and Christian Preachers that just donõt know God.  They will all say òI love Godó  But 

actions speak louder than words!  God is watching our actions.  Ask yourself, òWhat am I be-

coming in my doing?ó  It might cause you to run to that secret place with God. 

 

He alone can show us what we are becoming.  In spending time with God you will begin to dis-

cover many things.  One of the things that I found out was why some prayers have not been an-

swered in the affirmative; also I found out what was blocking some more of the healing for my 

body.  The list goes on and on! 

 

This Christmas, Wisdom cries out from the throne of Grace.  Jesusõ birthday celebration!  Re-

member the desire of love to see others blessed; by releasing love and blessing others. 

 

1 Corinthians 13:4c (charity envieth not)  òlove does not envyó. 

Titus 3:3-5 òFor we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving various lusts 

and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another.  But when the kindness 

and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness which we 
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have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and 

renewing of the Holy Spirit.ó 

Matthew 5: 43-48 òYou have heard that it was said, You shall love your neighbor and hate 

your enemy; But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, 

Do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, 

that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on 

the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.  For if you love those who love you, 

what reward have you?  Do not even the tax collectors do the sameó  And if you greet your 

brethren only, what do you do more than others?  Do not even the tax collectors do so?  

Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.ó 

Romans 12: 14-21 òBless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.  Rejoice with 

those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.  Be of the same mind toward one an-

other.  Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble.  Do not be wise 

in your own opinion.  Repay no one evil for evil.  Have regard for good things in the sight of 

all men.  If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.  Beloved, do 

not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written òVengeance is Mine, I 

will repay,ó says the Lord.  Therefore if your enemy hungers, feed him;  If he thirsts, give him a 

drink;  For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head. Do not be overcome by evil, but 

overcome evil with good.ó 

 

This is our prayer as we celebrate Christ Jesusõ Birthday.  I know Bible history says He was 

born in the month of September; but we celebrate it now in December. 

 

Father, please forgive me for being envious of your blessing on others.  Please grant me the 

grace to rejoice as your blessing flow to others.  And, I pray that your anointing, peace and 

abundance will flow upon each of those I now hold before you.  I pray especially for the ones 

who have been less than dear to me.  Bro. Dan 
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